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Annals—are the Five Classics of China. They are a valuabl
source-book for early Chinese ideas, and are being critic
ally edited so that we can say to a large extent what is c
great antiquity, and what belongs to Chou and Han editon
Some 5 of die 305 Odes belong to the second miller
nium b.c., the majority to the first.
Similarly of the Book of History about one-third is prc
nounced to be forgery; yet it contains much belonging to
the times with which it deals.
The Book of Changes is a work of divination—all the
more esteemed because it is unintelligible,1 and from all
these classics China has drawn inspiration and guidance.
In them her officials have been examined since the Han
era, and they and the Four Books have been the core of
her educational system for two thousand years.
These Four Books are: the Lun Tu or Analects compiled
by the disciples of Krung Fu-tse: the Ta Hsieh or Great
Learning—compiled in the Han era from the Book of Rites:
the Doctrine of the Mean, Chung Tung> also a Han work,
and a key to the understanding of Chinese moderation and
sanity in morals and art as well as in institutions. Last of the
Four is the Teachings of Meng-tse; and if China owes much
to these great works she has been to a large extent shackled
by them. Not only their ideas, but their form and idiom
have been binding upon her scholars for two thousand
years, and made her mentally sluggish. Part of her present
awakening is a rebellion against this bondage of the past.
Chinese literature has been tortured on this Procrustean
bed. But the poets of Han enjoyed freedom and a measure
of spontaneity. Most of their lyrics are songs, and it is
impossible to reproduce them or even to suggest their rich
content for the Chinese mind and eye, which revel in the
characters as much as in the sound, and in the allusions as
much as in the actual content,
1 The key to the Eight Diagrams of this early system may be lingual or
rp3tlifffnatical ? and they may yet become intelligible. If they are really mathema-
tical tbe&} by riv? third tniHgnninm b.c. China had discovered the method of
symbolizing values by position—as we do.

